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Happy New Year! 
 
 
Happy New Year everyone and welcome back to the 
Institute, we hope you had a great holiday. This is our first 
em-dash for 2008 and continue to look for more in your 
Inbox over the next few months. If you have some news 
you would like to share, please feel free to forward it to 




Gail Carney Retirement Celebration 
Please join us in celebrating Gail Carney’s many years of 
dedication to the Institute by attending her retirement 
celebration on Friday, January 25, from 11am-1pm in 
IDS. After many years working at Emily Carr Institute, 
Gail will be retiring at the end of January. We wish you all 




Financial Services Update 
 
Congratulations to Mark Douglas for achieving Honours 
Status in the CGA program during the 2007 academic 
year. Finance Staff presented Mark with a CGA portfolio 
to recognize his success! 
 
Effective on January 1, 2008, everyone is now able to 
access the department financial information they require 
at inside eci on the 
Emily Carr Institute 
Website. 
 
The last report 
distribution by 
Stephanie Levac is 
complete and the 
latest reports being 
distributed included 
the financial information up to December 31, 2007.  
 
It really is a HAPPY NEW YEAR - as the Institute will 
save time, money and trees and employees will have 
access to the information they need wherever they have 





United Way Campaign Update 
The total amount raised for the 2007 United Way 
Campaign was $5,204, which included over $400 from 
the Pedal Powered Smoothie Sale! The United Way 
strives to improve lives and build community by engaging 
individuals and mobilizing collective action. We at Emily 





Staff and Faculty are invited to attend the launch of the 
new ECI Intranet. The Intranet will provide staff and 
faculty quick and easy access to information from all 
departments within the Institute as well as artist lectures, 
exhibit listings, faculty and staff updates and baby news! 
The staff launch takes place on Friday, February 15 from 
1pm-2pm and the faculty launch takes place on Tuesday, 
February 12 from 4pm-5pm. Both launches take place in 
Room 301, South Building. Please feel free to show up to 




Student Competition Opportunities 
Asian-Canadian Filmmakers Showcase Competition 
Local emerging British Columbia filmmakers of Asian-
Canadian heritage, or local aspiring filmmakers telling 
stories that explore Asian-Canadian culture, are invited to 
submit their full-length or short film to the Asian-Canadian 
Filmmakers Showcase.  
 
Selected films will air on Shaw Multicultural Channel, in 
May 2008 during explorASIAN 2008 celebrating Asian 
Heritage Month. Your film could be seen by over 740,000 
households in the B.C. Lower Mainland. For detailed 
submission information, contact smc@shaw.ca or visit 
http://vancouver.shawtv.com/smc_filmmakers.htm. 
 
About Face Competition 
The United Nations Association in Canada Photo Contest 
that asks… What is Canadian? Now pick up your camera 
and answer that question with an image. 
 
This competition is an opportunity for photographers to 
exhibit their work at UNA-Canada “sense of Belonging” 
National Conference, as well as be published in the 
organization’s diversity handbook and greeting cards. 




A special welcome to the following new junior members 
of our community: 
 
•   Dianne Horn, and her husband, John, welcomed a 
son, Cameron. 
•   Patrik Andersson, and his wife, Judith Steadman, 
 welcomed a daughter, Tova. 
•   Dana Stefanson, and her husband Kyle Lamonte,  
 welcomed a son, Jade. 
  




In the Spotlight 
We asked new faculty to submit brief updates on their 
time here so far, be it in classes, with students or their 
experience with returning to Vancouver or coming here 
for the first time. 
 
Julie York 
I am originally from Vancouver but had been living in the 
United States for the last nine years. I received my MFA 
from New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred 
University in 2000. I moved here from Philadelphia where 
I taught Ceramics at Tyler School of Art, Temple 
University. I am currently teaching in and chairing the 
Ceramics Department. Coming back to ECIAD has been 
an experience in deja vu. I find myself recalling fond 
memories of my student days and feel that I have now 
come full circle. It is great to be home. 
 
Justin Novak 
Though I'm new to Canada, I've spent the last seven 
years teaching at the University of Oregon so I'm familiar 
with the Pacific Northwest climate, in both the cultural and 
meteorological sense. I'm looking forward immensely to 
collaborating with Paul Mathieu and Julie York in the 
Ceramics program at ECI. My MFA degree (from the 
State University of New York at New Paltz) specialized in 
Ceramics, but my original training was in print media. I 
hold a BFA in Communications Design from Pratt 
Institute, and I worked for ten years as a freelance 
illustrator in New York, so I'm also enthused to join an 







I'm really enjoying the courses I'm teaching, and the 
student's energy level. The ECI community has been very 
welcoming, Maria and I keep our office door open so 
students, faculty, and staff are always popping in to say hi 
which is great. My teaching areas are: First Nations, 
Drawing and Painting and Foundation. I received my 
MFA from MassArt, my BFA from Carnegie Mellon and 
I’m originally from Northeastern, United States. 
 
Sandra Hoffman Robbiani 
My specific teaching area is COMD, more specifically 
Typography. Nineteen years ago I left Vancouver for 
Switzerland to study design. I found there what I had only 
seen and read about in books: buildings full of original 
paintings and sculptures; installations within the streets of 
mediaeval cities; incredible architecture, schaulagers, 
palaces, farm houses and cheese cellars; cow pastures; 
ancient pilgrim paths; glaciers and enzian. Being there, I 
longed for the ocean. Turquoise lakes and rivers took its 
place, but never replaced it. Though it is a challenge to 
return to Vancouver after such a long time in Europe, I 
have received a very warm welcome at the Emily Carr 
Institute and it is nice to be back home. I look forward to 
this new experience in a familiar place. 
 
Maria Hupfield 
Maria Hupfield is an artist working in sculpture, 
installation and performance. Her work focuses on land, 
memory, community and power dynamics of gender. She 
is currently exploring contemporary indigenous 
approaches to aesthetics and design, with a specific 
interest in the relationship between function and form as it 
relates to oral tradition and the role of the viewer. Maria is 
of Anishnaabe (Ojibway) heritage, and a member of 






The Board has approved sabbatical leaves for the 
following faculty (commencing in the summer of 2008): 
Associate Professor, Christian Blyt (6 months) 
Associate Professor, Marian Penner Bancroft (6 months) 
Associate Dean, Dr. Randy Lee Cutler (12 months) 








































































The ECI Community is invited to Emily Sings. A weekly 
get together of staff, faculty and students for 20 minutes 
of singing in the Concourse Gallery. Music provided, no 
experience necessary. 
  




Upcoming Lectures, Speaker Series 
and Forums 
 
On Edge Speaker Series 
The On Edge Series presents a free public reading by 
Shane Koycszan at 5:30pm on Thursday, January 31 in 
Room 406 (South Building). 
  
The On Edge series gratefully acknowledges the support 
of the Emily Carr Institute and the Canada Council. 
 
 
Emily Talks Upcoming Speaker Series 
Gabriela Albergaria: Thursday, January 31 at 7pm 
Bill Rees: Tuesday, February 5 at 7pm 
 
 
AHIS 333 Interdisciplinary Forums –  
Theory is my Co-pilot 
Artist Talks Thursdays at 3:50pm in the Lecture Theatre, 
Room 301 
 
Judy Radul: January 24 
Recent and Upcoming Work 
 
Merritt Johnson: January 31 
Creation Fights Destruction, (and evidence of the action) 
 
 
The Art of Food - Bon Appétit 
The Art of Food exhibit shown in conjunction with a panel 
discussion, lecture and films was a huge success with 
television, radio and press coverage of the event. 
 
The show featured artists who are ECI alumni, graduate 
and undergraduate students, whose work deals with food 
in its imagery or as its medium.  
 
The Art of Food was sponsored by The Sandbar Seafood 
Restaurant on Granville Island, and was conceived and 
developed by ECI students Wendi Copeland and Debbie 
Westergaard Tuepah, with Randy Lee Cutler, Associate 
Dean of Integrated Studies at ECI and Sadira Rodrigues 






Calendar of Events 
The Charles H. Scott Gallery is pleased to present Trust 
in Me, an exhibition about magic, trickery, and the 
willingness to believe. Trust in Me runs January 23 to 
March 2, 2008. 
 
The Wood Co-op Gallery on Granville Island will host an 
exciting and original exhibition in cooperation with Emily 
Carr Institute and Van Gogh Designs. 2 + 1 = furniture 
for small spaces runs from January 30 to February 18. 
 
Jim Breukelman, retired ECI faculty member, will debut a 
new body of work Between Hope and Politics: 
Photographs of the PacifiCat Project at the Richmond 
Art Gallery from January 19 to February 28. 
 
Stanley Park, new 
works by Anne Russell 
(07) show an interesting 
body of photography 
based on the idea of 
regeneration. Anne is 
exhibiting at the Main 
Artery Gallery from 
January 12 to 28. 
 
A retrospective of third 
year student 
documentaries is 
currently screening in 
The Abraham J. 
Rogatnick Media Gallery. These works - having been 
created in third year - are often not screened, or go 
unnoticed. The show runs daily, from 9am-6pm to 
February 1, 2008. 
 
Everyone is welcome to the book launch of Main Street: 
Discussions on Urban Culture featuring the writings of 
Neil A. Bliss, Patrick F. Chan (ECI Design Lecturer), 
Earon Kavanagh, Hannah Klassen, Suzanne Klassen 
(86) and Varouj Gumuchian.  
 
Main Street: Discussions on Urban Culture is a 
collection of essays and poetry produced by local writers 
about the changing face of Vancouver's Main Street 
corridor. The book launch will be at the Architectural 
Institute of British Columbia on Thursday, January 24 
from 5:30pm-7:30pm. 
 
This is Green explores the idea of being ‘green’. The 
show includes a broad range of works through a variety 
of media, disciplines and perspectives. The Concourse 
Gallery, January 27 to February 2. Opening Night: 
Wednesday, January 30 from 7pm-9pm. 
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